
Effect: The magician inserts a paper drawing into a paper tube. The spectators can see the drawing sticking out of both ends of the 
tube. The magician cuts the tube in half. When the drawing is removed, it’s fully intact.

Set-Up
Seal the envelope and cut off the ends. You’ll want a tube that’s about four inches long. The illustration above (2) shows the paper 
tube.You’ll also need a drawing, which is simply a strip of paper with a picture or word drawn on it. We’ve used a strip of blue pa-
per that is cut from the width of a standard 8.5” x 11” piece of paper. The strip is about 1.5” wide. Here’s the crucial part. You have 
to flatten the tube and cut two slits into what will become the bottom of the tube. (Photo 3) Basically, you’ll separate the tube into 
thirds with the two slits. Make sure that the slits are wide enough so the paper doll can slide through them. This is the secret. You’re 
ready to perform the trick.

Performance:
Slide the drawing into the paper tube. However, once the drawing enters the tube, you need to slip the end of the drawing 
through the first slit and out of the back of the envelope. And as you further work the drawing into the tube, you’ll need to slip the 
it back into the tube through the second slit. This illustration (5) offers a back view of how the drawing enters the tube. In the middle 
part of the tube, the drawing is actually under the tube. Although from the front, everything will appear normal. The slip of paper 
with the drawing will simply appear as if it is entering the envelope on one side and emerging from the other. The spectators don’t 
know that the middle of the paper is actually underneath the envelope and not going through it.
Begin to cut the envelope, however, be sure that the scissors are cutting under the envelope, but above the paper drawing. For an 
explanation of this, please go to the next step. The picture (7) shows how the scissors cut the tube but doesn’t cut the drawing.
After you’re done cutting, hold the two pieces of the envelope together and pull out the drawing. It will appear that the draw-
ing has survived the cutting. You can allow spectators to examine the drawing, but quietly crumple-up and discard the paper tube 
before they ask to to see it.
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Cut & Restored Paper Mystery!
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